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            President Ponderings   
 

MaryAnn Piasecki  

It’s March, it’s spring, it’s Woman’s history month….. Let’s talk about Jane.  

Jane Colden (March 27, 1724 – March 10, 1766) was described as the "first botanist of 

her sex in her country" by Asa Gray in 1843.  She was famous for being the first female 

botanist to use the Linnean system to classify native wildflowers in the Hudson Valley 

area of New York.  

Linnaeus binomial system reduced plant names to two Latin words and became wildly 

adopted in North America after Jane’s usage. Jane created a manuscript of over 300 

plant drawings and it includes a technique she developed for making ink impressions of 

leaves.  Her manuscript of the flora of New York, Flora Nov-Eboracensis, is held in the 

Natural History Museum in London.  

One of her descriptions of a new plant, which she herself called Fibraurea, was forwarded 

to Linnaeus with the suggestion that he should call it Coldenella, but Linnaeus refused 

and called it Helleborus (now Coptis groenlandica). 

I say from now on we call it “Just Jane” with the Linnaeus translation tantum jane.  

The club is in full planning mode for this spring and next year’s club activity.  Margaret 

and Janice, as part of the nomination committee, are looking for volunteers for next year’s 

activities.  If you are interested in holding a board position, help to run the 2022 plant sale 

or work on a special project please let Margaret and Janice know.  

We are also in full swing in the planning of Bloom N Art, the in club plant sale and a 

gathering for our annual meeting.    
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Get Ready for Spring  
Speaker: Suzanne  Mahler 

Info: Theresa Ledoux 
 

When: March 29  

Time: 9:30 by Zoom 

 

After a long winter’s nap, it’s time to get our hands 

dirty again! 

Suzanne will lead us back into the garden with tips 

and guidelines to help us prepare for a new growing 

season. 

Topics will include spring pruning, transplanting 

trees and shrubs, dividing perennials, and a 

demonstration of useful tools of the trade. As added 

inspiration, Suzanne will remind us of what’s to come with beautiful photographs of theme 

and public gardens. 

Suzanne Mahler sent Theresa a handout    
to give to you ahead of her talk next Monday.  

It’s attached in your email. 
 

You will find interesting tips such as: 
 
“With notebook and camera in hand, stroll through the landscape and critically view and 

analyze your trees, shrubs, and existing garden forms.” 

“Test flower and vegetable seeds from previous years for viability by placing a few seeds 

between damp layers of paper towels in a warm location.”    
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Garden Club Plant Sale 
Info: Abby Besse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although a lot of us are getting the vaccine, the younger members are still waiting for an 

appointment. Because the pandemic is not over,  

the board made the decision to have  

 an in-house plant sale for our members on May 22.  

The risks are too high for a community plant sale…maybe on a later date or next 

year…we are all hoping for a quick return to normal!  

 



March 2021 Page 4 

 

In Memoriam: Chelsey Remington   

 

JULY 15, 1939 – MARCH 2, 2021 
 

Chelsey Carrier Remington of Cape Neddick, Maine, a lifelong 

community volunteer, died peacefully at home She leaves her 

husband of 58 years, David F. Remington; daughter, Chelsey 

Remington, son-in-law Jonathan Dabora, and their son Samuel 

of Concord, Massachusetts; and son, Jay Remington, daughter-

in-law Laura Remington, his daughter Tessa Fager of Essex, 

Maryland, and their sons Peter and Patrick Remington of 

Bedford, Massachusetts. Born in Hartford and raised in 

Glastonbury, Connecticut, Chelsey attended the Glastonbury 

public schools and received her A.B. from Pembroke College in 

Brown University in 1961. After Brown, she joined IBM as a 

Systems Engineer and remained with IBM until 1969. 

Chelsey was an active and committed community volunteer for over 44 years, generally 

in the fields of education and community service, and within those fields in the areas of 

fundraising and governance. She began her volunteer activities in her then home town of 

Harvard, Massachusetts in 1973. She chaired the antique show for many years which 

benefited the Harvard Public Schools. She was President of the Harvard Garden Club, 

President of the Harvard Historical Society, a Governor of the Concord (Massachusetts) 

Museum and a Trustee of Fruitlands Museums in Harvard for eleven years.. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Brown University, Museum of 

Fine Arts, Boston, or the York Land Trust in York, Maine. 

A memorial service will be held at Manning Chapel on the Brown campus on Friday, 

September 17 at 4:00 p.m. The Glastonbury Funeral Home has been entrusted with the 

care of the funeral arrangements. For on-line expressions of sympathy to the family 

please visit glastonburyfuneral.com. 
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Bloom ‘N Art: April 18, 2021 
Info: Marijke Vallaeys and AnaMaria Nanra 

   
Thanks to Deb we had our artwork right on time but we couldn’t view it at the planned 

date. Covid once again threw a spanner in the works. Indeed,  

No good organizational deed goes unpunished! (That was a real head-scratcher, Kathy!)  

As a result the whole planning shifted. We were not unhappy as it gave us more time to 

think and realize our arrangement. Remember that in past years we always had a month 

to prepare. The original timeline would have given us only half that time.  

 
Reminders: Zoom workshop on Wednesday March 24.  
Upon request we will organize Zoom meetings where the arranger can show his/her 
mock-up, and the expert flower arrangers give advice and answer questions.  
 
Order your Boston Flower Market plants/flowers by April 4. 
Bring in your arrangement on April 10-11 (see SignUpGenius.com, info on the website) 
Date of the launch: April 18 
 
The Bloom N Art site is online, except for the 2021 exhibit!  
The address is: www.bloomnart.online 
You will find it also on our Garden Club website.  
 

 

Liz Barbour’s cookbook 

http://www.bloomnart.online/
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    March 18 Nature Trail Walk  
on Kaufman Land   

Info and pictures: Pam Durrant 

 

 
Pictured: Carole Herbin. Bill Loehfelm and Terry Morton 

Hemlocks in the area around the boulders and cliffs were infested with woolly adelgid and 

dropping needles, others along the way looked fairly healthy 

Note:  No walk April 7 or 21 
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 Book Club 
Info: Helen Jean Berry 

The HGC book club is still going strong! We meet every few months, so there’s ample 

time to read the selections.  

 

 The newest selection is: The Food Explorer, by Daniel 

Stone. 

 

(The true adventures of David Fairchild, a turn-of-the-

century food explorer who traveled the globe and 

introduced diverse crops like avocados, mangoes, 

seedless grapes—and thousands more—to the American 

plate.) 

  

We plan to hold the meeting for this book at the end of 

March/early April (working around other HGC events).   

Meetings start at 5:00 pm with the informal chat and move 

on at 5:30 to the “book discussion” as people may want to 

join only for certain parts of the meeting. 

 

Books read and discussed in the past: 

October 2020: Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food Life by Barbara Kingsolver 

January 2021: Plants go to War by Judith Sumner 
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Spring in our garden 
 

 

In our community 
 

 

Organized by Fivesparks, Bloom N Art partner  

https://www.fivesparks.org/event/bonsai-basics-workshop  

https://www.fivesparks.org/event/bonsai-basics-workshop
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Officers for 2020-2021  
 

President: MaryAnn Piasecki  
Vice President:  Jessie Panek  

Recording Secretary: Abby Besse   
Treasurer: Pauline Carroll  

 
Committee Chairs  

 
Corresponding Secretary: Stephanie Hooper  

Historian: Carlene Phillips  
Hospitality: Carol Hartman  

Membership: AnaMaria Nanra  
Newsletter: Marijke Vallaeys  

Nominating: Margaret Murphy & Janice Rusiecki  
Programs: Theresa Ledoux, Janice Rusiecki  

Publicity: Marty Green  
 

Projects  
 

Annual Luncheon: Maria Day  
Civic Beautification:  Kathy Jackson Garden  

Therapy:  Mary Maxwell  
Garden Tour: Suzan Osborn & Carlene Phillips  

Graduation Flowers:  Jessie Panek  
Holiday Greens Workshop: Deborah Dowson & Denyse Cox  

Horticulture: Connie Grabowy  
Library Books: Joanne Williamson & Helen Berry  
Library and Meeting Flowers:  Kathleen Turnbull  

Nature Trails: Pam Durrant  
Plant Sale: Abby Besse & Mary Jane Ellison  

Webmaster: Betsy Howard  
Yearbook: Marijke Vallaeys  

Bloom N Art: Marijke Vallaeys & AnaMaria Nanra 
 

 


