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October 22 
Board Meeting 

To be held in parish library  
(at south end of our regular meeting room) 

 

 
October 29 

Regular Meeting 
Designing a Multi-season Shade Garden 

Speaker: Paul Steen 
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 President’s Ponderings     
 

It’s hard to believe it is already October, after the verrrry busy September start to our 

Garden Club’s 18-19 year. The Program committee scored two home runs with our first 

general meeting and the special NATURAL WORLD OF WINNIE THE POOH program.  

The general meeting showcased our member talent and our new members bring 

terrific gifts to our group. WINNIE drew rave reviews from adults and the older children 

who filled almost every one of the seats to listen and view the wonderful slides of 

Ashdown forest. Both the questions and the answers were impressive – if there is ever 

a trivial pursuit on this classic literature, we know who to call to field a team! 

We are off to a great start! Plant sale requests are already getting us engaged, the 

library flowers have been wonderful, Scout planning is underway for the Daisy trek on 

the Small Trail, the first meeting’s food was fantastic, and I believe everyone will join in 

congratulating Marijke for taking our newsletter to the next level – bravo! 

I am so excited as we look forward to the rest of this year - we have a wonderful team 

which relies on each and every member for contributions to our efforts, and remembers 

to celebrate each other and our successes! 

Margaret Murphy  

  

  

Margaret Murphy introducing the ladies who became members last year           
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Membership Corner 
Mary Anne Jordy 

Everyone in the Garden Club receives a membership card which 
can stretch your dollars at local nurseries. Cataldo, Weston, 
Central Mass Gardens in Lunenburg and Lancaster Gardens all 
offer 10% off plants. This past spring we purchased a Garden Club 
Membership at Tower Hill and received two membership cards, 
which may be shared among group members for 1 year. Each 
card will admit two members free to Tower Hill. The card will also 
give you a 10% off at Russell’s Garden Center in Wayland along 
with many other nurseries. See here for all the benefits. The two 
cards are at MaryAnn Piasecki’s home on Lover’s Lane, 
close to The Commons. Contact Mary Anne Jordy if you have not 
received a card for The Garden Club of Harvard. 
 
Over the past few years our membership has been steady increasing. These two new members met 

at the beach and decided to join together. I had the pleasure of 
speaking to them recently and I’m excited to see the 
enthusiasm and energy they will bring to the club. Welcome to 
Kari and Sarah! 
Kari Hayward is our newest member. The Haywards moved 
to Poor Farm Road from Hudson about two years ago. She is 
new to gardening although living off the land runs in the family 
as Kari’s grandfather was a dairy farmer. Kari would like to 
learn more about vegetable gardening and is eager to hear 
some tips. She is off to a good start as she Kari put in ten 
raised beds this year. Kari’s husband is Neil 
and they have two children – 7 year old Ben is in 2nd  grade 
and in Kindergarten is Mallory who is 5 years old. 
Sarah Tate moved here from Clinton 
this past August. They bought the 
house on Bolton Road a year ago and 
spent the past 12 months renovating it. 

After college, Sarah spent many years outside of the USA living in Morocco, 
China, India and Indonesia. While in college she was hired as the personal 
assistant to the head gardener. She learned about horticulture from the seed 
and up. Sarah even had her own greenhouse! With all the local farms, Sarah 
wants to support them and instead turn her interest to flower gardening. Her 
husband is Ryan and they have two sons and a daughter –Bilal is 9 years old and is in 3rd grade, 5 
year old Hakeem is in Kindergarten and  in Nursery School is 3 year old Winnie.  
 
Bring your friends to the next garden club meeting so they can experience all the fun, friendship and 
flowers. “A good friend will come and bail you out of jail, but a best friend will be sitting next to you 
Saying ”Damn, that was fun!” 

Have Fun! Mary Anne Jordy 

 

https://www.towerhillbg.org/organizational-memberships/
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Reminders for October  
 

 
                    

  Library flowers: 
 
Oct.1 Abby Besse 
Oct.9 Suzan Osborn 
Oct.15 Kathleen Turnbull 
Oct 22 Becky Shives 
Oct 29 Maria Day 
 

Hospitality Chair: Talia Lambie 
 
Joan Chu 
Teddy Coffin 
Mimi Dorward 
Donna Fuller 
Sandra Jordan 
Theresa Ledoux 
Anni McCoy 
 



September-October 2018 Page 5 

 

“A walk through the forest that inspired the 
Hundred Acre Wood” 

 

On September 24th we had a 
special evening program, 
featuring Kathryn Aalto, the 
author of The Natural World of 
Winnie-The-Pooh: A Walk 
Through the Forest That Inspired 
The Hundred Acre Wood 
 
 

Picture by Mary Maxwell 
 
See what’s up in ‘The Garden Club of Harvard’ on Facebook 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/GardenClubofHarvard/
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Interesting places to visit 
 

                   

Not a garden, but this "Walk Across the 

Hudson" in Poughkeepsie, New York provides 

spectacular views both North and South even 

on this overcast day. We took the longer 

option - just over 5 miles, walking over the Rail 

Trail Bridge down the shore to the Mid-Hudson 

vehicular bridge (which has a lovely walkway 

and fascinating bridge music setups). Time to 

go to see it in full fall glory - dogs and bikes all 

welcome and well accepted. (Margaret Murphy) 

 

This photo is from a stunning Japanese garden  

in Holland, Michigan. (Margaret Murphy)  
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Library Flowers 
Info: Bobbie Taylor 
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REPORT  
ON THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROJECT 

 
Club member Pat Jennings has graciously 
provided this update on the new school building 
project – thanks, Pat! 
 

Report on September 26, 2018   
HES School Building Committee residents 
forum. 

 
This was an open meeting to bring residents up to 

date on the school building committee’s progress.   

There were about 15 non-committee members 

present, I was glad to see Jessie Panek there.  

Linda Dwight and Josh Myler, School 

Superintendent and Elementary School Principle, 

provided a slide show of the current building plans, both inside and out.   

These plans are online, go to the Harvard Town website, there is a link to the School 

Committee minutes and plans.  The most interesting part of the night was that 30% of 

the budget has been verified and the school project is on budget at this time. 

This committee always asks for question and comments.  

Please be informed, go to the website and give them your input. 

 

Pat Jennings 9/27/18 
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Hort Corner 
Connie Grabowy  

It’s the time of year to start thinking about selecting and planting bulbs for next spring.  It’s time 

to start cleaning up those flower and vegetable beds.  Hard frost in my yard comes around end of 

October to first week of November, and to me this means death of the plants next to the house. 

     I start taking cuttings of annuals now while plants still look 

healthy. I will take cuttings of coleus, tropical milk weed 

(Asclepias curassavica), and Euphorbia ‘Diamond Frost’.  

Geraniums (Pelargonium, tender geranium) that I grow outside 

in pots will be pruned and brought inside but cuttings could be 

made from that material as well. Amarylis (Hippeastrum) plants 

that have been summering under trees should be in garage by 

now drying out. Also, I will bring in clivias before that hard frost. 

I will be drenching them with an insecticide before bringing in 

(mealy bugs are a common pest on my plants). 

     It’s time to select and order bulbs from your catalogs if you haven’t already and I haven’t so I’d 

better get to it. They sometimes run out of my first selections.  You might try some minor bulbs this 

year like chiondoxa (Glory of the Snow) or muscaris. Alliums and lilies are nice additions to your 

gardens as well. Plenty of time to plant these bulbs, I sometimes don’t get them in until late 

November.  

     Start cleaning up those flower beds- better now than in spring when soil is thawing out and muddy. 

I shear off all peonies and other perennials that are mildewed or just plain tired looking. I wait until 

hard frost to cut back daylilies (unless they are ratty looking before then), and hostas. Also, wait until 

hard frost kills foliage of tuberous begonias and dahlias before lifting tubers. A lot of colorful annuals 

will be blooming right up until that hard frost and when finally gone I’ll pull them out. All plant debris 

goes into compost pile if healthy and into our burn pile if diseased.  

     I pull up the vegetables after frost or when diseased. Diseased material (tomatoes infested with 

blight) goes into burn pile, the rest into compost.  The kale, root vegetables, lettuce and other greens 

will continue on past light frosts. I will cut down asparagus foliage to soil level and dress with a layer 

of compost.  

     I will start mowing those fallen leaves on lawn and collect in bins for later compost pile building. 

Some of these mowed leaves will go directly into trenches I make in vegetable beds and cover with 

soil. I may add a little blood meal as organic nitrogen source to the pile before covering. Mixing in 

grass clippings is helpful too, supplying nitrogen to aid the breakdown of those leaves.  

     Lots to do but plenty of time to do it.                                                                       Connie Grabowy  
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  Nature Trails 
Pam Durrant   

Every Thursday at 10 a.m. we’ll have our weekly walks.  Mary Maxwell will send out a 

reminder on Tuesdays where the walk will take place.   

On October 4th we enjoyed our walk with Maria and Max, Jesse and Jazz. We 

discovered many varieties of mushrooms.  We even gathered some to cook!  

Mary Maxwell 

Pictures taken by Mary Maxwell on the Great Elms Trail 
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Civic Beautification 
Kathy Jackson 

 Fall is here and the civic beautification worker bees have been busy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Pictures taken by Mary Ann Piasecki and Marijke Vallaeys  
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A Blast from the Past 
Shirley Boudreau 

This article will be the first in a column that will occur from time to time in our 

Garden Club Newsletter.  I will be sharing some of the priceless stories and 

images since the Garden Club of Harvard was organized in 1927 by Mary P. 

Abbot.  Enjoy! Shirley Boudreau 

As you walk in the woods or drive around 

town, you can’t help but notice that this is 

the time of year when ragweed really shows 

well.  Although some of us think ragweed is 

very pretty, it’s a plant that makes some 

people very miserable. In 1939 the 

members of the Garden Club decided to do 

something about this troublesome weed. 

They embarked on a ragweed eradication 

campaign which is described below.  As is the case with many other plant battles, the 

weed won out.   

A ragweed eradication campaign was a special activity in the 

summer of 1939. It was carried out by a group of school children 

under the leadership of Mrs. Frank B. Cummings, Miss Grace 

Cummings and other Garden Club members. Sixteen trips were 

made, with an estimated total of 428 bushels of ragweed pulled up, 

mostly along the roadsides. All home owners were asked to 

cooperate by pulling up ragweed in their own gardens and back 

yards. To arouse interest in the campaign, Miss Clara Endicott 

Sears wrote some 

verses entitled: 

“Routing the Witch” 

and illustrated by Mr. 

Henry C. Kane, a 

resident of Harvard at 

that time. It was printed 

and widely distributed that summer.. 

Thus the Garden Club had played its part in the Community life of Harvard and we believe that it will 

continue to do so in the future.    August 1942  

 Mary P. Abbot (excerpt) 
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Plant sale 
Kathy Hewitt 

 

While you're gardening in the sunshine this weekend, remember to pot up some of 

your extra plants for the plant sale next spring. This is the time to mark and label them 

so we know what we have; otherwise, if they're named varieties (daylilies, hosta, etc.) 

and we don't have labels, we can't include them in the sale. 

I'm consolidating the plant sale left-over shrubs I brought home for overwintering; I'll be 

clearing an overgrown patch of raspberries to pot today. 

Call me if you need anything to make your digging chores easier, such as pots, promix, 

label sticks, or help with digging.  

I won't be in front of my computer screen to check for emails, but I'm rarely without my 

phone: Kathy 978-456-3112.  

 

 

   


