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            President Ponderings   
 

MaryAnn Piasecki  

Hello Gardeners. It’s been a wonderful spring and it’s been so great to finally get out into 

the garden.  I got a wonderful new tool for Christmas this year, an authentic Nishaku Hori 

Hori weeding and digging knife.  Though that is redundant since the word hori is the 

Japanese word for digging.  The knife is a multi- purpose tool. I can now cut through a 

Hosta root like a head of lettuce, dig up dandelions with one quick jab and lift and the 

weeding ease is music to my ears.   

It also has a ruler built in so I know how 

far I have dug when planting bulbs or 

seeds.  This is a way better gift than the 

waffle iron I got last year. A view not 

universally held in my household.  

 

 

It’s plant sale time.  Be sure to get your orders in for this year.  We have a great variety of 

herbs and vegetables.  We also have “grow your own mushroom” kits that will make a 

great addition to our culinary creations.   

We are planning an end of year annual meeting on June 7th as an outdoor event.  

So save the date!   
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What’s Bugging You? 
Speaker: Bonnie Power 

 Info: Theresa Ledoux 

 

We all know that Japanese beetles destroy our roses, that slugs not only chomp leaves 

but leave a trail of slime behind, and that the tomato hornworm is alarming, not only for its 

weird looks but for the damage it can do. But what about that small bug that looks like a 

little armored tank with lots of legs or the shiny black bug with a bright orange streak?  

Surely not all bugs can be bad, and some might even be helpful to our gardens.  

It’s important to know the difference, and that’s what Bonnie Power will help us do.  

She holds an MA in zoology, taught college-level science courses, and is a certified 

Master Gardener with a specialty in insect identification. Bonnie will separate the good 

bugs from the bad bugs, describe their habits and lifecycles, and discuss how their 

presence affects the success of our garden year. 

  April 26 

  General meeting at 9:00 

 followed by the program at 9:30 am  
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March program: Get Ready for Spring  
Speaker: Suzanne  Mahler 

Info: Theresa Ledoux 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring pruning, transplanting trees and shrubs, dividing perennials, and garden themes 

were covered in this late winter/early spring presentation. The information we had to 

absorb was immense. We could have listened to our fabulous speaker all day long. I’m 

sure everybody was taking notes and my list was long.  

The  tools she uses in her garden: a pruning shear, garden fork, stainless steel  plant 

knife, chef’s knife, folding Felco saw, silky folding saw, scissors.   

Renewal pruning: don’t be afraid to prune your forsythia and lilac right to the ground while   

Suzanne’s advice: let go of that bush that has never bloomed for many years.  

Native plants, pollinators:  sweet pepperbush, garden phlox, evening primrose etc…   

Plant dill, fennel and rue which are caterpillar food if we want butterflies in our garden and 

we certainly DO! 

We don’t want voles and a trick is to pour castor oil in the ground.      



April 2021 Page 4 

 

 

Civic Beautification: “Feeling like Spring!”  
Info: Kathy Jackson 
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Garden Club Plant Sale 
Info: Abby Besse 

Our Pandemic Herb and Veggie Sale is here (again)!   

We remain hopeful that we will be able to have a traditional plant sale in 2022, but 

we will proceed this way again in 2021. 

Ordering Just as we 

did last year, we have 

set up a Sign up Genius 

to reserve your 

choices.  Click on what 

you want in the Sign Up 

Genius below and the 

quantity you need.  You can edit your order even after you have "signed up." You can 

add to your order as many times as you would like by signing up for more.  Click through 

the link as many times as you would like (or click on the picture above) 

Ordering will close on May 17 so that we can get the orders settled and ready for pick 

up.   

Pick up will be at Westward Orchards on Saturday, May 22 in the morning.  

More information to come soon.  

Payment in the form of cash or check will be collected when you pick up your order. 

We will send out an invoice prior to pick up.  

Most plants are $4/pot or 4 pack.    

Lavender, which was kindly donated to us by Flintlock Farm, is $5/pot. 

New this year, we are excited to offer a Blue Oyster mushroom growing kit from North 

Spore mushroom growers in Maine.  This is a complete and SUPER easy DIY kit.  They 

are $25 per kit.  Read more in this link: https://northspore.com/products/grow-your-own-

oyster-mushrooms 

Questions?  Please reach out to me Abby Besse: abbybesse@yahoo.com 

Thank you so much! 

Abby Besse and MaryJane Ellison 

Pandemic Plant Sale Partners  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c45a5ae2ca6fa7-herb
https://northspore.com/products/grow-your-own-oyster-mushrooms
https://northspore.com/products/grow-your-own-oyster-mushrooms
mailto:abbybesse@yahoo.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c45a5ae2ca6fa7-herb
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Bloom ‘N Art 2021  
Info: Marijke Vallaeys and AnaMaria Nanra 

 
First-time floral arrangements by Meg Bagdonas / Nancy Webber / Judy Warner / AnaMaria Nanra  

  
Congratulations to all, Artists, Teachers and Arrangers. 

What a wonderful array of talents! Thank you for sharing 

your gifts with the community and with the larger world. Your 

wonderful exhibit reached a tiny town in Virginia and is very 

much enjoyed!  

(Joanne Williamson)  

 

Thank you artist and flower arrangers for this fantastic 

pairing and sharing of your talents. So much effort by so 

many to bring this event to us, and for honoring Shirley as 

well. Loved each and every one, 👏 to all! (Terrie Knoettner) 

 

 

Shirley B would have been very proud. The floral 

arrangements are very creative interpretations of the 

unusual pieces of the students’ artwork. Thanks to all who 

made BloomNart possible this year via the internet. 

(Debbie Garfield)  

 

The website was launched on Sunday and by the end of 

Monday 249 users had visited the exhibit. There were visits 

from Canada, Belgium, China, Germany, UK, Sweden, India.  

 
 

The address is: www.bloomnart.online - You will find it also on our Garden Club website.  
 

 

http://www.bloomnart.online/
https://www.harvardgardenclub.org/
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 Book Club 
Info: Helen Jean Berry 

The HGC book club is still going strong! We meet every few months, so there’s ample 

time to read the selections.  

 

 The newest selection is: The Food Explorer, by Daniel 

Stone. 

 

(The true adventures of David Fairchild, a turn-of-the-

century food explorer who traveled the globe and 

introduced diverse crops like avocados, mangoes, 

seedless grapes—and thousands more—to the American 

plate.) 

  

We plan to hold the meeting for this book at the end of 

March/early April (working around other HGC events).   

Meetings start at 5:00 pm with the informal chat and move 

on at 5:30 to the “book discussion” as people may want to 

join only for certain parts of the meeting. 

 

Books read and discussed in the past: 

October 2020: Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food Life by Barbara Kingsolver 

January 2021: Plants go to War by Judith Sumner 
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Why we need to forget about the perfect lawn 
By Catherine Warner, member of the Garden Club 

With the snow cover finally melting, we can see our yards again  
and I'm sure many of us are thinking about gardening and lawn care. 

 
According to a 2005 NASA-funded study turf grass lawn is the most extensive crop grown 
in the United States. 
 
I know that how I maintain my small patch matters to the health of current and future 
generations. I also have a predilection for keeping a natural lawn to attract insects, 
amphibians, and birds.  
 
Recent research affirms that management of yards can positively contribute to ecosystem 
diversity even as natural habitat shrinks. I'm not suggesting we do away with the grass 
lawn, but rather that we recognize and mitigate some of the environmental problems 
associated with mainstream lawn maintenance.  
 

I want to share some of my reading and research,  
so that we consider leaving some of the synthetic chemical fertilizer on the shelfs 

at the local home supply store. 
 
Fertilizers: 
Synthetic, commercial fertilizers contain water-soluble nitrogen and some phosphorus, 
which washes iinto nearby bodies of water and groundwater.  
"Weed and Feed" results in the over-application of herbicide, which can harm nearby 
trees after just one application. It has also been linked to negative health effects. 
Big picture effects: The Bare Hill Pond Watershed Management noted that levels of 
phosphorus had increased in the deeper zone of the pond.  This kills aquatic life and is 
hard to remedy. 
 
Global warming: 
The use of synthetic fertilizer also contributes to global warming. According to the Garden 
Club of America, homeowners use three million tons of fertilizer a year.  
This adds carbon to the atmosphere.  
 
Soil health: 
Synthetic fertilizers deplete the soil by killing the good microorganisms that should be 
feeding the plants, and this will contribute to erosion, as well as poor crop yield. Too 
much nitrogen on your lawn exacerbates soil compaction. 
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Water scarcity:  
Fertilizing often goes hand in hand with the installation of automatic sprinkler irrigation. 
Much of this water is wasted due to evaporation and runoff. 
 
Alternatives: 
The good news, I think, is that doing less is the best possible solution for most people!  
Mow less; the grass will invest energy in growing good roots. Good roots combat runoff 
and soil compaction and attract healthy nutrients back to the soil. 
  
Non synthetic ways to make the lawn look great is with appropriate inputs of compost, 
allowing the grass clippings to stay on the lawn, and letting fall leaves decompose back 
into the yard.  
 
One final, and very important , alternative is to plant appropriate native plants instead of 
those favored by the mainstream lawn industry. Kentucky bluegrass is not native. Eco-
friendly mixes of grass seed , generally a combination of tall and fine fescues, are 
available from a number of reputable suppliers, and require fewer inputs to grow nicely.  
 

"Excerpted from The Harvard Press.  

Thank you to Pam Durrant for feedback on the original article."  
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Spring all around!  
 

    

 

 

 

 

A blue hammock above a carpet of blue spring flowers in Maria Day’s garden! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Denyse Cox in Washington DC: the cherry blossoms at the tidal basin and tulips at the 

floral library. 

In our community 
 

 

Organized by Fivesparks, Bloom N Art partner  

https://www.fivesparks.org/event/bonsai-basics-

workshop  

https://www.fivesparks.org/event/bonsai-basics-workshop
https://www.fivesparks.org/event/bonsai-basics-workshop
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Officers for 2020-2021  
 

President: MaryAnn Piasecki  
Vice President:  Jessie Panek  

Recording Secretary: Abby Besse   
Treasurer: Pauline Carroll  

 
Committee Chairs  

 
Corresponding Secretary: Stephanie Hooper  

Historian: Carlene Phillips  
Hospitality: Carol Hartman  

Membership: AnaMaria Nanra  
Newsletter: Marijke Vallaeys  

Nominating: Margaret Murphy & Janice Rusiecki  
Programs: Theresa Ledoux, Janice Rusiecki  

Publicity: Marty Green  
 

Projects  
 

Annual Luncheon: Maria Day  
Civic Beautification:  Kathy Jackson Garden  

Therapy:  Mary Maxwell  
Garden Tour: Suzan Osborn & Carlene Phillips  

Graduation Flowers:  Jessie Panek  
Holiday Greens Workshop: Deborah Dowson & Denyse Cox  

Horticulture: Connie Grabowy  
Library Books: Joanne Williamson & Helen Berry  
Library and Meeting Flowers:  Kathleen Turnbull  

Nature Trails: Pam Durrant  
Plant Sale: Abby Besse & Mary Jane Ellison  

Webmaster: Betsy Howard  
Yearbook: Marijke Vallaeys  

Bloom N Art: Marijke Vallaeys & AnaMaria Nanra 
 

 


