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Past President Ponderings 
 

 
Margaret Murphy 

And, we’re off to another retirement……This one coincides with my 51st wedding 
anniversary with my wonderful husband Ed, and it will be a peaceful one indeed. Our 
constant for this day is to take a look backward, evaluate, and then set direction for going 
forward, adjusting here and there with do-able things. I will do this with my time as your 
president as well.  
 
The past two years have been a gift to me from the Garden Club. It has been a privilege 
and an honor to serve such a great group of people. I have been greatly enriched by 
getting to know so many people in so many different ways. We are a giving and caring 
club, generous with donations of time, talent, and treasure. 
  
We have a large and diverse membership, which enriches our discussions and 
interactions in fascinating ways. We have wonderful community partners in the Library, 
Hildreth and Bromfield schools, the Scouts, the Lions, the Conservation Trust, The 
Woman’s Club, Fruitlands, FiveSparks, Westward Orchard, and the Council on Aging. 
We reach out to those in need, volunteer to go to hearings, provide the “best plant sale 
around” (in the words of a disappointed shopper this year). We make soup and arrange 
flowers, we visit shut-ins with seasonal arrangements and lead others in arranging 
themselves. 
.  
We beautify places all around town, we walk the trails and celebrate graduates. We 
treasure our long term members and welcome the new, enjoying great programs together 
after great food and lively interaction. We diagnose plant and pest problems and share 
best practices with each other. We love to visit gardens in town, and learn their stories, 
including the ghost! We have in only two years reduced our paper trail from 10 cartons to 
one bin and one small bag, having committed much to electronic records and a fabulous 
updated website. We have even held meetings electronically, and experimented with a 



May/June 2020 Page 2 

 

new format for a modified plant sale during the behavior changing pandemic. Of course, 
sporting garden club appropriate décor on our masks, with which we do look quite 
different – who knew noses, mouths, chins, and disheveled hair could change one’s looks 
so much? This program year ended “not with a bang, but a whimper” given the on the 
wing adjustment to pandemic, and it reflects our club’s resilience and care.   
Thank you for making a great two years!  
 
Looking forward, I see nothing but great things. The new slate is strong and talented, led 
by MaryAnn Piasecki who has had her finger into just about every corner we have. The 
Board is active and strong and full of spirit and willingness to try new things – which is a 
great way to approach uncertain times ahead. I know everyone’s engagement contributes 
to the club success – please stay safe, healthy, and involved, remembering to ask every 
now and then Mary Oliver’s question:  
Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life? 
 
 

Welcome to our new president MaryAnn Piasecki 
 

Good morning and welcome to the Garden Club of Harvard’s imaginary 
Annual luncheon.  We hope that all of you have enjoyed the wonderful 
lunch of last nights’ leftovers or a delicious peanut butter sandwich.  The 
dessert plan is a single serving assortment of yodels, ring dings and our 
president’s favorite little Debbie cakes.  Great Job Maria Day and the 
luncheon team! 

Also, much thanks to the flower arrangers.  Having your lunch in your own backyard 
garden was a great idea.  It also allows us to remove our masks while eating and our 
hands don’t sweat so much in the latex gloves.  
  
Without further ado we will proceed with our usually agenda.  

      2020 – 2021 proposed budget approval of $12mil for misc. safety items and civic 
beautification 

      Congratulations to the plant sale team – Abby Besse and MaryJane Ellison.  Hugely 
successful online sale and efficient pickup process.  They are now making plans to do 
this every year! 

      Special recognition goes out to the Bloom N’Art leaders – Marijke Vallaeys & 
AnaMaria Nanra who pulled off a great show during the start of the pandemic.  Not only 
did we have a record amount of displays they literally brought the house (library house) 
down.  Thank you all that participated. 
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Many thanks to all the volunteers this year: 
Nature Trail leader Pam Durrant 
Program workers who had to schedule and reschedule this years’ meetings – Theresa 
Ledoux, Carlene Phillips, 
Garden Therapy workers led by Mary Maxwell 
The Great Webmaster – Betsy Howard 
Library Flowers – Kathleen Turnbull 
Horticultural Demo’s  - Connie Grabowy and Maribeth Marcello 
Civic Beautification  - Kathy Jackson and team 
Holiday Greens Workshop - Deborah Dowson & Denyse Cox 
Yearbook - Marijke Vallaeys  

And finally a big warm thank you and imaginary hug to our President Margaret 

Murphy.  We have all benefitted from your leadership, grace and kindness.  You 

have always had the right words to motivate, inspire and comfort us during the 

past 2 years as our president. You have been a wonderful mentor to me and all of 

our successes have been a reflection of your leadership. 

"Do not follow where the path may lead. Go instead where there is no path and 
leave a trail." Ralph Waldo Emerson 

MaryAnn Piasecki,  June 1, 2020 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here  

to view the presentation by MaryAnn!   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jSjOF8ZkcNbm70k2rpHrZpTqdorhAqHc/view
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Plant Sale 

Pick up of the herb and flower baskets on May 8th. 

  

 

  

Abby Besse and 

MaryJane Ellison 

organized the pick-up. 

Equipped with masks we 

kept our distance   and 

our hellos were heard 

from 6 feet far.   
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A very warm thank you to the team who made pick up and all the days leading up to 

yesterday run so smoothly:  Barbara, Carol, Theresa, MaryAnn, Margaret, Connie, 

Jessie, Phyllis, Janice, Pauline, and Marijke.  A giant thank you to MaryJane, my co-chair 

and support team.   It was a plant sale like none other and we had to make numerous 

unprecedented decisions and overcome previously unthinkable obstacles. We did it! 

Thank you team!  

A special thanks to Karen Green and the entire Westward Orchards family for generously 

allowing us to use their space to set up and distribute the plants!  Abby Besse 

May 22: Due to the Covid-19 

pandemic, a ‘Modified’ Plant sale  
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          In Loving Memory 
          Shirley Boudreau 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Many of us recognize how much we will miss Shirley’s affectionate greetings and hugs 

and how she greeted each of us as a special friend. And we were; her warmth and 

affection were genuine and wide-ranging. She was witty and knowledgeable. To me, 

many of her endearing qualities were her gestures and expressions—without words. She 

had the deadpan timing of a born comedienne. She could communicate a whole range of 

thoughts with a roll of her eyes or a slight shrug of her shoulders. Then she would laugh 

in one of many ways to let you know she was saying “Or maybe not,” or “That’s life,” or 

“Whaddya gonna do?”  

She embodied many of the qualities I treasured in my New York mother-in-law. We 

compared latke recipes and exchanged plants, as she generously did with so many of us 

(plants, yes; latke recipes, maybe not). In a much larger way, she had the same 

combination of empathy and humor, with an underlying view that life is difficult and joyous 

and utterly unpredictable, all at once. Nevertheless, she was optimistic in the energy she 

brought to every task or relationship, and she made me, at least, want to come along for 

the adventure.  

So, thank you, Shirl, for the antique iris, for helping talk me into chairing the plant sale, for 

realizing Bloom N Art for us all, for showing us a rewarding way to live, and the 

courageous to stay connected even at the end of your life here. Your spirit remains with 

us in so many ways  

K.H  
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Civic Beautification 
  . 

 

Claudia Wesley cleaning the triangle at 

Craggs Road and Old Shirley Rd.  

 

  

 

Horse Trough Planter on Ayer Road 

 

 

And Members in the garden during the Covid-19 
pandemic 

 

 

Pépère Ledoux and grandson George 

Byrnes preparing the Earthboxes for 

tomatoes.  
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Jessie Panek’s Garden 

Kathy 

Hewett’s 

“Garden in 

the 

Woods” 

and 

“Every 

Bloom a 

Blackberry 
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Mary Maxwell’s 

Rock Garden 

Kathy Hewett’s “Windowbox:  

chard, radishes and lantana”   

Carol Hartman’s 

Magnolia Soulangiana   

and ‘Yellow Latern’ 

Magnolia   
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Janice Rusiecki: “This 

is my favorite time of 

year: Peonies and Iris” 

Vegetables in  

Jessy Panek’s garden 

Peonies in Carol 

Hartman’s garden 



May/June 2020 Page 12 

 

Vulnerable Pollinators 
 

We have wanted to offer information about what people can do to help vulnerable 

pollinators. Now, in lieu of inviting a speaker, we’d like to share a talk given by biologist 

Robert Gegear who has been studying and championing pollinators and native bees in 

particular. While the woes of domesticated honey bees have been in the news, he is 

talking about our native bees, some of which we are losing along with the plants they rely 

on. The gist of his message is that native bees are many and varied and they need 

pollen, nectar and shelter from specific (mostly) native plants for the full length of the 

growing season, and we can help them by offering these plants in our yards and gardens. 

These plants need to be straight species, not hybrids or cultivars. Sometimes we plant for 

pollinators, but even with a colorful border abuzz mid-summer, we are not serving those 

most in need! 

Here is a link from last year’s talk for Grow Native Massachusetts.  

It’s over an hour and takes a bit to get rolling, but by the end, a viewer will have a much 

better understanding of the problem and what we can do in our own yards to help. I will 

also attach a helpful plant list and a planting guide prepared for a “Pollinator Action Plan” 

in Lincoln, MA. 

Wendy Sisson via Jessie Panek 
Wendy Sasson is on the Conservation Commission and chairs the Land Stewardship Subcommittee.  

 
 

     

These two files (The Pollinator Planting Guide and 

Robert Gegear plant list) are attached  

  

https://grownativemass.org/Great-Resources/experts-videos/More-than-Just-the-Buzz
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The garden, spring 2020 
 

I don’t know whether the April 
and May grass has always 
been this green and the 
spring flowers this bright and 
profuse or whether I just 
never before spent this much 
time looking at them. Flowers 
seem to be coming into 
bloom and lasting for a longer 
time than usual. And these 
long strings of clear, sunny 
days put a spotlight on 
everything. 
 
The forget-me-nots across 
the bottom of the yard look 
like a rippling brook of 
cheerful blue. Below the huge 

maple trees, white and purple money plants put on a bright show before their flowers turn 
to silver coins. By the road, the kerria shrub is a cascade of gold with its long, arching 
branches. And the Carolina silverbell tree—which should never have thrived this far 
north, let alone for 33 years—is covered in blossoms. 
 
Close to the house in the dooryard, more forget-me-nots alternate with pale yellow 
primroses across the front of one border. A large old bleeding heart is back, even 
though every year I fear it won’t make it again. Several wild bleeding hearts are 
scattered about, along with pink columbine just coming into bloom. Dozens of feverfew 
are waiting patiently to show off their sweet daisy-like blossoms. I let all these plants 
self-seed, except the primrose and hellebore, which don’t, and I love not knowing how 
they will arrange themselves the following year. This year they planned themselves 
better than I ever could have. I don’t know what I used to be so busy doing, but 
whatever it was, it couldn’t have been as enjoyable as simply admiring the beauty in this 
small garden every morning. 
 
In a bitter double irony, the scourges of climate change and the coronavirus have 
brought a true spring, such as New England has not seen in years, and the time to 
enjoy every beauty of it. 

Carlene Phillips 
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“This little potted plant from our plant sale last year looked 

completely neglected and dead when I saw it earlier, 

positioned in a bed, without a label. I usually give these 

discoveries a chance and this was a complete surprise! It 

decided to live and it now shows tiny lilac buds deserving 

to be planted in a nice spot!”                    Maria Day 

 

   

Lady slippers, starflowers and anemones near Holy Hill. The pandemic canceled all 

organized walks on conservation land.  But…thanks to the lessons learned on these 

walks with  Pam Durrant , I could identify some wildflowers.  (MV) 

Some more pictures 

from Maria Day’s garden 


